


And if you demand forthwi.th what righr our history
has to this recital, let me say that Rochester Lodge No,,5,
formerly Stony Creek Lodge No. 3, was the only lodge
that kept its lights burning during the Mprgan excite-
ment; and it was the first lodge in Michigan to erect a
building devoted orclusively to Masonic uses. Here in this
magnificent temple of the lodges in Detroit I have great
pride and pleasure in announcing that the first Masonic
temple in Michigan was erected by farmer Masons on a
wooded hill near Stony Creek, whidr is two miles fr_om
Rochester, and that the site and cornerstone exisc to this
duy.

The ear$ history of our lodge, the story of its begin-
ning, is similar to that of the firsr three lodges in Michi.
gan. Farmers from York. state settled at'Stony Creek,
the first Mason amongst them being Nathaniel Milterd,
who came in 1822 and founded the town of Stony Creek.
When the year 1826 arrjved there wag a little colony of
Masons in the country round about, and true to their
love for the fraternity, they began to discuss the possibil-
ity of erecting an altar there. At that time there were only
three lodges working in Michigan-Zion Lodge and De-
troit Lodfe, both in Detroit, and Oakland Lodge at
Auburn, which is now the town of Auburn Heights. Oak-
land Lodge has since become Pontiac Lodge.
. The petition of the Stony Creek Masons for a charter

came before the Grand Lodge in June, 1827. At the same
session of.the Grand Lodge a petition was presented from
Rochester Masons praying for power to €rect a lodge at
that town. The committee that considered the petitions
recommended that if the Oakland Lodge, which met at
Auburn, would remove back to pontiac, where it was first
established, the petition of Rochester would be granted.



But if not, then the petition of Stony Creek would be

granted. Oakland would not make the change, and so the

charter come to Stony Creek,

Stony Creek Lodge received its dispensation in 1828

with the No. 7, and began team work with William A.

Burt, W. M.; John Allen, S. W., and John Axford, J. W.

It had happened previously that Bro. Millerd, the first

Mason on the ground, had erected a large two-story home

-a house which stands to this day, and which stands on

the side of the suburban car line which runs to Romeo.

It is known for its massive chimney. In this house Bro.

Millerd invited the new lodge to hold its meetings. Here,

in a room in one end of the house, Stony Creek Lodge

met for work and refreshment, until the anti-Masonic ex-

citement, which had been rolling up from the east,

reached the little hamlet and poisoned the minds of the

local church-folk against Masonry. Bro. Millerd was him-

self a member of the church, but local feeling ran so high

that he felt compelled to ask his brethren to meet else-

where than'his home. This they did, and the regular meet-

ings of the lodge continued without interruption.

Without interruption, I say. For when the flood of

ignorant anti-Masonic prejudice swept the country and the

Grand Lodge of Michigan suspended, the little company

of Master Masons at Stony Creek were undismayed; their
lights still buined*a beacon of courage and hope amid
the dark years of enmity.

If the record of these years had not been destroyed in
the fire of 1868, of what priceless talue they would be
today as the only record of Masonic work in Michigan
from 1829 to 1841.

The fact that the lodge continued work when the con-
stitution of the Grand Lodge under which it was organ-
ized had become a dead letter, (this is the language of the
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Grand Lodge itself) was not overlooked when the Grand
Lodge was reorganized in 1841. It was judged that in so
doing the Stony Creek Lodge had "erred." But as a mark
of its respect for the Masonic spirit of the brethren, mem-

bers of the Grand Lodge voted to remit funds then due

from Stony Creek to the Grand Lodge. The language of
the committee in making this recommendatioh honored
the lodge as "the sole Masonic lamp in Michigan which
the hurricane of anti-Masonry could not extinguish."

The lodge was then reconstructed, receiving its present
No. 5 in 1844. The Grand Lodge of l84l-4 had given it

the No. 3. But as there was great anxiety that Michigan
Masonry should be established without flaw, the present
Grand Lodge was organized entirely by the four lodges
holding charters from the Grand Lodge of New York.
These exhausted the Michigan numbers up to four-Stony
Creek coming in for No. 5, or the first lodge under the

new Michigan dispensation.
Having had these evidences of the Masonic spirit of

the Stony Creek brethren, we shall not be surprised to
learn that they soon set about the work of building a
suitable temple in which to perform the rites of the order.
Inspired by the handsome fraternal treatment accorded
them by the Grand- Lodge, and proud of their unique
place in Michigan Masonry, they fixed upon a sugar-loaf
hill which rises at her feet at an angle formed by rhe
creek and the road, as the site of their temple. Thus they
were conformable to the custom of the ancient brethren
who met upon the highest of hills or in the lowest of
valleys. This hill they named "Mt. Moriah," which name
it bears to this day. It is wooded to its crest and com-
mands a striking view of the surrounding country. It, too,
is easily seen from the car line. The cornerstone of this,
the first Masonic temple in Michigan, was laid on St. John
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the Baptist's day, June 24, 1847, Grand Master E. Smith
Lee, assisted by other grand o$icers, ofiiciating. The
event was described in the Grand Master's annual address
of that year.

On July 4, 1849, the completed temple was dedicated,
the occasion being a gala day in Michigan Masonry, and
marked by an oration, a procession and a dinner. The
completed structure, needless to say, bore no resemblance
to this massive pile in which we are now met. Owing to
the steep declivity of the hi[, it was reached by a circuit-
ous path and had a deep stone foundation, whereupon
was reared the frame superstructure, painted red. The
door was set in the foundation, and the visitor first found
himself in a sort of cellar, from which a narrow stairway
led to the lodge room above. Almost perpendicularly be-
low flowed Stony Creek. Across the road was the tavern
kept by Bro. Joshua B. Taylor, where the brethren used
sometimes to congregate.

It is interesting to rbcall that, due to the Morgan ex-
citement and the strange tales regarding Masonry that
were afloat, this temple set so high upon a hill with a
dark background of forest, gave rise to many strange
legends in the neighborhood. Though all the brethren
were men of probity, the community was doubtful what
ceremonies engaged them when they foregathered as
Masons, and children shuddered as they passed tJ:e place
after dark. To such misconceptions of our noble order
had the public mind been led!

It is told that the candle in the window never failed to
trurn on lodge nights, even though the weather prevented
a meeting being held. This record is due to the faithful-
ness of Bro. Daniel B. Taylor, who, as soon as the stage
arrived on lodge nights, took his letters and papers and
climbed the hard path ro the temple, entered, set a
candle in the window, and then sat down to read. If no

one else came, Bro. Taylor waited the usual time, snuffed

the candle, and went home.

This rude but highly significant temple was used until

the year 1853, when the lodge removed to Rochester. Soon

afterward the frame suPerstructure was taken away and

incorporated into a barn, the cornerstone being taken for

a similar purpose. Rochester Lodge No. 5 has discovered

the resting place of this old cornerstone in a large barn

across the road from the old temple site, and is negoti-

ating for its removal to the lodge room at Rochester,

where it will be preserved and suitably inscribed as a Ma'

sonic memorial.
The unfortunate fire of February 8, 1868 destroyed

records of great worth to Michigan Masonry. Heroic ef-

forts were made by Secretary A. Horn, of Rochester Lodge,

to save them. He raised a ladder against the window

where the secretary's desk was and, at peril of his life,

broke into the burning building. But the fire had already

destroyed the records he sought. How gladly we would

con them over one by one today, if we had them.

The old lodge has had its honors, too. In 1827 it gave

the Grand Lodge a Junior Grand Deacon, and in 1845-8

a Junior Grand Warden, in the person of Bro. Joshua B.
Taylor. In l8ll it gave the Grand Lodge a Grand Tyler
and in 1842 a Grand Lecturer, in the person of Bro. Peleg
Elwell.

The lodge is still a husky youngster of 90 years. It has
made a host of Masons in its career. It is busy at work
now. Old faces have passed away, but new faces con'
stantly come, and so the torch of Masonry.is passed from
hand to hand down the generations of men.

Presented by

1927
P. J. O'BRTEN

Secretary, Lodge No. 5


